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Dear Tewksbury School District Community: 

Our school system is committed to protecting student, teacher, and staff health. To protect our community, Tewksbury 
Township School District has been conducting testing of our schools’ drinking water for lead. HAKS Environmental 
Engineers , 40 Wall Street, New York, NY  have been contracted by the Tewksbury Board of Education to conduct and 
oversee all testing and reporting. 

Why Test School Drinking Water for Lead? 

High levels of lead in drinking water can cause health problems. Lead is most dangerous for pregnant women, infants, 
and children under 6 years old. To protect public health, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) suggests that 
schools and test their drinking water for lead. If lead is found at any water outlet at levels above 15 parts per billion 
(ppb), EPA recommends taking action to reduce the lead. 

Is Our School’s Drinking Water Safe? 

Yes, our schools’ water is safe. Tewksbury School District is currently performing testing of our schools’ drinking 
water for lead. Of the 76 water samples analyzed from our 2 facilities, only 5 showed lead levels above the 15 ppb 
mark. None of these outlets were water fountains. Ninety-three percent of the water outlets tested did not have 
any lead problems. 

It is important to note that sampling is still ongoing. Follow-up flush samples will be taken at each of the outlets that 
indicated lead levels above the specified threshold.  Until follow up testing is completed,  we have disconnected or 
isolated these outlets so that they will not be used for any type of consumption. 

The first round of testing indicated lead at levels higher than the 15 ppb threshold at the following outlets: 

Tewksbury Elementary School: 57 samples collected, 3 exceedances: 

No. Sample ID Location 

1 01 KI  IN 129 FP 
(C) 

1st floor kitchen food prep faucet C (see attached floor plan) in 
Room 129 

2 01 KI  IN 129 FP 
(D) 

1st floor kitchen food prep faucet D (see attached floor plan) in 
Room 129 

3 01 KI  IN 129 ST 
(E) 

1st floor kitchen steamer E (see attached floor plan) in Room 
129 
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Old Turnpike Middle School: 19 samples, 2 exceedances: 

No. Sample ID Location 

1 01 BO BY B200 
POE 

1st floor point of entry in boiler room by B200 (see attached 
floor plan) 

2 01 KI  BY CF ST (C) 1st floor kitchen steamer C (see attached floor plan) 

  

Confirmatory flush samples will be taken at each of these outlets. If the fixtures are identified to contain lead or lead 
parts, we will replace the part or plumbing. While we continue with the sampling process, we will ensure that no one 
uses these outlets until the problem has been fixed. 

How Can I Learn More? 

You can see a copy of all of our water testing results at the school district’s administrative office, which is open Monday 
to Friday from (9:00 am to 4:00 pm). Notification has also been posted to our web site at www.tewksburyschools.org. 
For more information about water quality in our schools, please contact Joanne Black at 908-439-2010 x4232. For 
information about water quality and sampling for lead at home, contact your local water supplier or state drinking water 
agency. 

Additionally, the attached document and link to the EPA website provided below will provide further information. 
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/basic-information-about-lead-drinking-water 

Sincerely, 

 
Monica A. Rowland 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
/bs 
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Basic Information about Lead in Drinking Water 
 
Health Effects of Lead 
 
The EPA has determined that lead in drinking water is a health concern at certain levels of exposure. Lead is found 
throughout the environment in lead-based paint, air, soil, household dust, food, certain types of pottery porcelain and 
pewter, and water. Lead can pose a significant risk to your health if too much of it enters your body. Lead builds up in 
the body over many years and can cause damage to the brain, red blood cells and kidneys. The greatest risk is to young 
children and pregnant women. Amounts of lead that will not hurt adults can slow down normal mental and physical 
development of growing bodies. In addition, a child at play often comes into contact with sources of lead contamination 
- like dirt and dust - that rarely affect an adult. It is important to wash children’s hands and toys often, and to try to make 
sure they only put food in their mouths. 
 
The degree of harm from lead exposure depends on a number of factors including the frequency, duration, and dose of 
the exposure(s) and individual susceptibility factors (e.g., age, previous exposure history, nutrition, and health). In 
addition, the degree of harm depends on one’s total exposure to lead from all sources in the environment - air, soil, 
dust, food, and water. Lead in drinking water can be a significant contributor to overall exposure to lead, particularly for 
infants whose diet consists of liquids made with water, such as baby food, juice, or formula. 
 
How Lead Enters our Water 
 
Lead is unusual among drinking water contaminants in that it seldom occurs naturally in water supplies like 
groundwater, rivers and lakes. Lead enters drinking water primarily as a result of the corrosion, or wearing away, of 
materials containing lead in the water distribution system and in building plumbing. These materials include leadbased 
solder used to join copper pipe, brass, and chrome-plated brass faucets. In 1986, Congress banned the use of lead solder 
containing greater than 0.2% lead, and restricted the lead content of faucets, pipes and other plumbing materials. 
However, even the lead in plumbing materials meeting these new requirements is subject to corrosion. When water 
stands in lead pipes or plumbing systems containing lead for several hours or more, the lead may dissolve into the 
drinking water. This means the first water drawn from the tap in the morning may contain fairly high levels of lead. 
 
Lead in Drinking Water 
 
Lead in drinking water, although rarely the sole cause of lead poisoning, can significantly increase a person’s total lead 
exposure, particularly the exposure of children under the age of 6. EPA estimates that drinking water can make up 20% 
or more of a person’s total exposure to lead 
  
For additional information visit the EPA website at: 
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/basic-information-about-lead-drinking-water 
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