
 

 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Visual Art 

Unit Title: Art and Expression Unit 1 

Target Course/Grade Level:   6                                                                Timeline: 15 – 17 Class Periods 

Unit Summary  

Students will explore the choices artists make and the motivation behind their choices. The students 

will be asked to think about what matters to them and how they would express it. What materials 

would they choose? Students will be introduced to artist, Romare Bearden, and view his work. The 

class will discuss the message the artist is trying to send.” What does the artist do in his work to 

convey the importance of his topic?” Students will focus on this concept during the activities and 

discussions during this unit. 

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Social Studies, Language Arts, Technology, Library 

21
st
 century themes and skills: Learning and Innovation Skills:  

  (1) Creativity and Innovation;  

                                                      (2) Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

Unit Rationale: In order to understand how artists express themselves, the students need to explore and 

understand how artists make choices and use the elements and principles of art in their work. 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and principles 

that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies appropriate      

to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and apply an 

understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art. 

9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, 

collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and 

workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures.  

 

Content Statements 

Related content statements for Standard 1.1 

 Art is a universal language. Visual communication through art crosses cultural and language 

barriers throughout time. 

 The study of masterworks of art from diverse cultures and different historical eras assists in 

understanding specific cultures. 

Related content statements for Standard 1.3 

 The creation of art is driven by the principles of balance, harmony, unity, emphasis, proportion, 

and rhythm/movement.  

 Themes in art are often communicated through symbolism, allegory, or irony. There are a wide 

variety of art mediums, each having appropriate tools and processes for the production of artwork. 



Fluency in these mediums, and the use of the appropriate tools associated with working in these 

mediums, are components of art making. 

 The classification of art into various art genres depends on the formal aspects of visual statements 

(e.g., physical properties, theoretical components, cultural context). Many genres of art are 

associated with discipline-specific arts terminology 

 Universal themes exist in art across historical eras and cultures. Art may embrace multiple 

solutions to a problem. 

 Each of the many genres of art is associated with discipline-specific arts terminology and a 

stylistic approach to art making. 

 The visual possibilities and inherent qualities of traditional and contemporary art materials 

(including digital media) may inform choices about visual communication and art-making 

techniques. 

 Two- and three-dimensional artworks can be rendered culturally specific by using the tools, 

techniques, styles, materials, and methodologies that are germane to a particular cultural style. 

Related content statements for Standard 1.4A 

 Contextual clues to artistic intent are embedded in artworks. Analysis of archetypal or 

consummate works of art requires knowledge and understanding of culturally specific art within 

historical contexts. 

 Art may be used for utilitarian and non-utilitarian purposes. 

 Performance technique in dance, music, theatre, and visual art varies according to historical era 

and genre. 

 Abstract ideas may be expressed in works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art using a genre’s 

stylistic traits. 

 Symbolism and metaphor are characteristics of art and art making. 

 Awareness of basic elements of style and design in dance, music, theatre, and visual art inform the 

creation of criteria for judging originality. 

Related content statements for Standard 1.4B 

 Assessing a work of art without critiquing the artist requires objectivity and an understanding of 

the work’s content and form. 

Related content standards for 9.1 

 The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve 

the problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

1.1.8. D.1 Describe the intellectual and emotional significance conveyed by the application of the 

elements of art and principles of design in different historical eras and cultures. 

1.1.8. D.2 Compare and contrast various masterworks of art from diverse cultures, and identify 

elements of the works that relate to specific cultural heritages. 

1.3.8.D.1 Incorporate various art elements and the principles of balance, harmony, unity, emphasis, 

proportion, and rhythm/movement in the creation of two- and three- dimensional artworks, 

using a broad array of art media and art mediums to enhance the expression of creative 

ideas (e.g., perspective, implied space, illusionary depth, value, and pattern). 

1.3.8.D.2 Apply various art media, art mediums, technologies, and processes in the creation of 

allegorical, theme-based, two- and three-dimensional works of art, using tools and 

technologies that are appropriate to the theme and goals. 

1.3.8.D.3 Identify genres of art (including realism, abstract/nonobjective art, and conceptual art) 



within various contexts using appropriate art vocabulary, and solve hands-on visual 

problems using a variety of genre styles. 

1.3.8.D.4 Delineate the thematic content of multicultural artworks, and plan, design, and execute 

multiple solutions to challenging visual arts problems, expressing similar thematic content. 

1.3.8.D.5 Examine the characteristics, thematic content, and symbolism found in works of art from 

diverse cultural and historical eras, and use these visual statements as inspiration for 

original artworks. 

1.3.8.D.6 Synthesize the physical properties, processes, and techniques for visual communication in 

multiple art media (including digital media), and apply this knowledge to the creation of 

original artworks. 

1.4.8.A.1 Generate observational and emotional responses to diverse culturally and historically 

specific works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art 

1.4.8.A.2 Identify works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art that are used for utilitarian and non-

utilitarian purposes. 

1.4.8.A.3 Distinguish among artistic styles, trends, and movements in dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art within diverse cultures and historical eras. 

1.4.8.A.4 Compare and contrast changes in the accepted meanings of known artworks over time, 

given shifts in societal norms, beliefs, or values. 

1.4.8.A.5 Interpret symbolism and metaphors embedded in works of dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art. 

1.4.8.A.6 Differentiate between “traditional” works of art and those that do not use conventional 

elements of style to express new ideas. 

1.4.8.B.1 Evaluate the effectiveness of a work of art by differentiating between the artist’s technical 

proficiency and the work’s content or form. 

9.1.8.A.1 Develop strategies to reinforce positive attitudes and productive behaviors that impact 

critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 Why do artists create? 

 How do artists select their materials? 

 How can the elements add emotional 

meaning to the art piece? 

 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Artists use the elements of art to create art 

by themselves or with other artists. 

 Art materials have specific physical 

characteristics that can be identified and 

selected for specific purposes. 

 The elements of art can be used to create 

meaning in the artwork. 

 Artists can express their feelings about 

issues through their art. 

 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Describe the emotional significance conveyed in the application of the elements of art and 

principles of design in the artist’s work. 

 Reflect on the variety of art samples representing important ideas. 

 Create a variety of art pieces using the art methodology to express ideas. 

 



 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment: 

 Narrative Art-“Visual Biography” /Romare Bearden (3-6 class periods) 

 Conservation Art/ “Posters with a Cause- Endangered Species” (5-6 class periods) 

 Class Art Piece/”Murals with a Message” (4-5 class periods) (Optional) 

 Mural Presentation/Critique (1 class period) 

Equipment needed: Smart board, Mac computers 

Teacher Instructional Resources: 

Research Materials- 

Art Visuals 

        
 * (See individual lesson plans for list of materials and resources needed.)   

 

 

Formative Assessments 

 Teacher observation 

 Class critique 

 Class Participation 

 Group/individual oral assessment 

 Self-Assessment 

 Rubric/checklist for completion and understanding 

 

 

Integration of Technology: 

Smart board lesson presentation. Power Point 

Technology Resources: 

Web sites- 

Diego Rivera 

Romare Bearden 

Conservation Art 

Time Life Philadelphia Mural Project 

 

Opportunities for Differentiation:  

Adjustments to project deadlines, provide students with a variety of artistic media and allow individual 

choices, utilize pairing and grouping where appropriate, deliver instruction in a variety of modalities (i.e. 

verbal, written and demonstration), offer independent learning opportunities, and provide a variety of 

resources through both classroom and library. 

Teacher Notes: 

 


