
Coral   Reefs  
 
 
Week   Summary:    This   week   in   science   we   were   analyzing   information   on   the  
coral   reefs   and   how   the   changes   over   the   years   have   caused   damage   to  
our   earth.   We   took   a   packet   this   week   and   filled   out   the   questions   on   how  
the   ocean   temperatures   are   a�ecting   the   coral.   In   class,   Mrs.   Caruso   used  
a   great   example   of   the   significance   of   temperature   changes.   Her   example  
was   if   you   stick   your   toe   in   the   bathtub   you   can   automatically   tell   when   it   is  
too   hot.   You   change   the   temperature   of   the   water   when   you   feel   the  
temperature.   This   is   how   the   coral   feel   when   the   water   changes,   but   the  
animals   can   not   change   the   tempeture   of   the   ocean.   This   was   an   amazing  
example!   We   went   over   many   di�erent   reasons   why   the   coral   bleaching   is  
happening   and   why   the   coral   is   so   important   in   our   daily   lives.   All   in   all,   the  
was   a   very   depressing   week   in   science   due   to   the   amount   of   coral  
bleaching   and   death   of   the   coral.  
 
Monday:    On   Monday,   we   debriefed   on   google   classroom  
about   the   movie    Chasing   Coral .   The   document   was   on  
what   we   learned   from   the   movie   and   the   questions   we  
had   about   it.   After   we   answered   the   questions   on   google  
classroom   we   went   around   the   room   and   answered   five  
questions   that   were   on   posters   around   the   room.   The  
questions   were   about   what   we   learned   from   the   movie,  
what   are   some   things   you   appreciated   from   the   film,   and  
about   the   questions   and   unanswered   questions,   you   have   in   the   film.  
Finally,   we   went   on   our   experience   walls   and   filled   out   everything   for   the  
Coral   reefs.   We   used   many   di�erent   crosscutting   concepts   and   science  
and   engineering   practices.   We   also   went   on   google   earth   to   look   at   the  
adventures   behind   the   coral   reef.   This   is   what   we   did   on   Monday.    
 
Tuesday:    On   Tuesday,   we   reviewed   the   experience   wall   we  
did   on   Monday.   We   went   over   the   big   ideas,   science   and  
engineering   practices,   and   the   crosscutting   concepts.   We  
also   learned   about   symbiosis.   Symbiosis   is   not   a   predator  
or   prey.   We   also   learned   about   commensalism   and  
parasitism.   These   words   are   about   species   benefits.   We  
learned   that   there   are   many   di�erent   animals   that   have  
mutualism   that   is   beneficial   to   each   other.   An   example   of  



parasitism   that   we   learned   in   class   today   was   the   deer   and   the   tick.   This  
can   be   very   damaging   to   the   deer.   The   last   thing   we   did   in   class   as   we  
watched   two   Brain   Pop   videos.   The   video   was   on   coral   reefs.   The   videos  
explained   all   about   coral   reefs   and   why   they   bleach.   We   did   all   of   these  
activities   on   Tuesday.  
 
Wednesday:    On   Wednesday,   we   had   a   day   to   catch   up.  
We   started   with   our   kickstart   as   normal.   We   went   back  
to   the   Edpuzzle   and   made   corrections   on   it.   If   we  
didn’t   finish   it   then   we   would   go   back   and   finish   all   of  
the   questions.   I   watched   a   TedEd   because   I   finished  
everything   else.   This   is   what   happened   on   Wednesday.  
 
Thursday:    On   Thursday,   we   took   a   look   at   the   NOAA   in  
the   classroom.   The   website   is   called   Investigating  
Coral   Bleaching   Using   Data   in   the   Classroom.   The   website  
talked   about   the   Coral   Reefs   which   is   what   we   have   been  
reviewing   for   the   past   couple   of   weeks.   We   also   watched   a  
video   that   some   familiar   faces   in   it.   It   had   the   British   guy  
and   Richard   on   it.   We   learned   how   far   north   the   Coral  
Reefs   can   go.   We   also   filled   out   a   pack   that   had   a   lot   of  
information   on   temperatures   and   where   the   coral   reefs  
live.   We   filled   out   the   packet   based   on   how   the   coral   reefs  
were   dying   because   they   had   temperatures   that   were   way  
too   high   for   them   to   survive   in.   This   is   what   went   on   on   Thursday.   
 
Friday:    On   Friday,   Mrs.   Caruso   posted   a   video   of   her   teaching   the   lesson   in  
the   classroom.   Every   student   in   the   class   worked   on   their   own   while  
listening   to   her   video.   We   filled   out   our   packet   as   we   watched   the   video.   On  
the   packet,   we   filled   out   the   names   of   the   coral   and   the   location,   what   the  
date   was,   and   if   the   coral   was   healthy,   bleached,   or   dead.   We   had   two  

di�erent   dates   from   before   and  
after   and,   we   filled   out   our  
observations   as   we   went.   The  
pages   we   completed   in   our   packet  
were   10,11,12.   These   pages   were   on  
the   di�erent   stages   that   coral   went  
through   over   the   years.   Death,  
Bleaching,   and   Healthy   were   the  



stages.   Once   we   were   done   with   the   pages   we   went   on   with   the   packet.   We  
did   our   packet   on   Friday.  
 
Science!  
Stealthy   Robots   with   Microphones   could   Improve   Maps   of   Ocean   Noise.   
https://www.sciencenews.org/topic/animals  
Read   to   find   out   what   the   robots   did   in   order   to   improve   maps   of   ocean  
noise.   
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