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Summary   of   the   Week:   
�is   week   we   learned   about   two   things,   touchscreens   and   static   electricity   and   created   a   model  
for   both   of   them.   �e   first   half   of   the   week   we   spent   learning   about   touchscreens   and   creating   a  
model   expressing   that   when   you   press   on   the   screen   you   are   plotting   a   point   on   a   grid.   At   the  
same   time   the   negative   electrons   in   the   device   attract   the   positive   neurons   in   your   finger   as   well  
as   repelin   the   negative   neurons   in   your   finger.   �en   the   next   half   of   the   week   we   did  
experiments   to   show   static   electricity   and   then   looked   at   a   video   to   explain   what   was   happening.  
We   then   took   that   knowledge   and   created   a   model   with   it.   Overall,   this   week   we   learned   about  
two   noncontact   forces,   touchscreens   and   static   electricity   and   created   models   showing   how   they  
work.   

 
Monday:   
Today   we   started   out   by   doing   the   first    kick   start    of   March  
about   the   invention   of   LED.   Once   we   were   done   with   the   kick  
start   we   got   our   notebooks   and   the   paper   about   the   topic   we  
chose.   �ese   topics   were   more   information   about   touch  
screens.   For   example,   I   picked   the   topic   (the   image   on   the  
right)   about   how   Douglas   Engelbart   used   mice   as   the   first  
source   of   energy   to   power   a   touch   screen   and   how   over   the  
course   of   the   years   Douglas   Englebart   design   has   been  
reinvented   to   make   touch   screens   better   and   work   without  
mice.   When   reading   the   article   we   were   assigned   to  
highlighted   and   underlined   key   words   or   phrases   in   the  

article.   �ese   phrases   we   then  
took,   along   with   other   words   from   our   notebook,   and   used  
them   in   the    assignment .   As   Mrs.   Caruso   explained,   we   were  
going   to   use   the   words   from   the   article   and   notebook   to   create   a  
word   art.   In   this   word   art   we   had   to   change   the   shape   to   a   shape  
that   had   a   relationship   to   our   article.   �en   we   wrote   down   all   of  
our   words   on   the   word   art   and   changed   the   font,   layout,   or  
color   to   whatever   we   wanted.   My   word   art   was   shaped   in   the  
shape   of   a   mouse   because   of   how   mice   were   used   to   power  
touch   screens   (the   image   to   the   le�t   is   what   my   final   product  
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looks   like).   A�ter   everyone   finished   their   word   art   we   looked   at   the   rubric   for   the   model   our  
groups   had   to   make   that   would   better   explain   how   a   touch   screen   works.   Finally,   we   had   just  
enough   time   to   sketch   out   what   our   groups   thought   the   model   was   going   to   look   like.  
 
 
Tuesday:   
On   Tuesday   the   class   started   o�f   the   day   with   a  
kickstart    about   Mae   Jemison's   achievements   in   the  
world   of   science,   what   she   is   most   known   for,   and  
three   interesting   facts   about   her   life.   Once   we   were  
done   with   the   kick   start   we   took   out   our   notebooks  
and   a   glue   stick.   We   then   glued   down   a    paper    (also  
on   brainpop)   with   the   words   that   we   had   to   use   in  
our   model   and   what   they   were   doing   in   certain  
scenarios.   �is   piece   of   paper   was   one   of   the   three  

resources   we   were   allowed   to   use   when   creating   our  
model.   �e   other   two   resources   were    the    brainpop  
video    and   the    rubric    in   the   classroom.   �en   every  
group   started   on   their   model   about   what   we   can   see  
and   what   we   can   not   see   on   a   touch   screen.   When  
creating   the   model   each   person   had   to   write   in   a  
di�ferent   color   so   Mrs.   Curuso   could   see   how   much  
work   each   person   did.   �e   class   worked   on   the  
model   for   the   entire   period   and   the   image   at   the  
bottom   is   what   my   group's   first   day's   final   product  
looked   like.  
 

 
 
Wednesday:   
Today   we   started   o�f   the   day   with   a   talk  
about   how   to   deal   with   stress   and   then  
we   did   a    kickstart     that   was   about  
writing   click   bait   for   certain   topics.  
Once   we   were   done   we   finished   up   our  
projects.   A�ter   everyone   was   done   with  
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their   models,   we   went   around   with   four   post   notes.   We   had   two   green   notes   for   the   goods  
things   and   two   orange   post   notes   for   bad   things   (as   Mrs.   Caruso   referred   to   it   as,   props   and  
polish)   and   used   one   at   four   of   the   five   groups   to   say   something   about   their   model.   �ese   were  

then   used   to   help   the   people   from   that  
group   read   the   notes   and   fix   whatever  
was   on   the   post   notes.   �en   when   the  
time   was   up   we   put   our   models   in    piles,  
one   for   the   groups   that   were   done   and  
one   for   the   groups   that   needed   to   work  
on   it   during   E+R.   �en   as   a   group   we  
went   over   one   thing   that   we   have  
learned   about   touch   screens   and   then  
we   shared   as   a   class.   In   the   end   the   class  
came   up   with   the   same   overall   summary  
that   opposites   attract   and   charges   that  
are   the   same   repel   each   other.   
 

 
 
�ursday:   
On   �ursday,   we   got   to   have   a   free   seat.   We   also   had   a    kickstart    where   we   had   to   look   at   a   graph  
about   how   common   it   is   for   people   to   get   glass   and   answer   questions   about   what   is   the   most  
common   age   to   get   glasses   and   why   does   the   chart   never   go   down   as   the   ages   go   up.   �en   we  
went   on   the   first   assignment   in   the   classroom.   �e   Electrostatic    Friction   Lab .   When   opened   the  
document    on   the  
assignment   was   about   the  
static   electricity   and   how  
�ales   of   Miletus    observed  
that    amber ,   when   rubbing  
it   on   his   toga,   could   make   a  
feathers   move   without  
touching   it.   Once   reading  
the   article   Mrs.   Caruso   told  
us   that   we   were   going   to  
replicate   his   experiments  
with   a   Glass   rod,   Perspex  
rod   (acrylic),   Ebonite   rod  
(rubber),   wool   cloth,   Silk  
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cloth,   Cotton   cloth,   Fur,   Feathers,   Bits   of   napkin,   hair,   bits   of   fosil,   and   salt.   She   also   told   us   that  
in   order   to   do   the   test   we   had   to   make   friction   on   a   rod   and   then   see   if   it   could   move   a   feather,  
salt,   bits   of   aluminum   foil,   piece   of   tissue   paper,   or   our   hair   without   touching   it.   I   worked   with  
Darjender   and   came   up   with   a   plan   to   come   up   with   a   combination   to   test   with.   We   recorded  
our   data   on   the   table   (image   to   the   right).   �e   only   problem   was   there   were   not   enough   rods,   so  
half   the   room   did   the   rod   experiment   and   the   other   half   of   the   room   will   do   balloon  
experiments.   I   started   out   with   the   rod   experiment.   We   figured   out   that   everything   on   our   data  
table   had   a   very   tiny   amount   of   static   electricity.   �en   we   moved   onto   the   balloon   experiment  
where   the   goal   of   the   experiment   was   to   get   the   balloon   to   stick   to   the   wall   by   rubbing   it   on   our  
clothing.   �en   we   wrote   down   what   we   observed   from   the   experiment.   I   noticed   that   the   harder  
you   press   and   the   longer   you   press   on   your   clothes   and   the   harder   you   press   the   balloon   on   the  
wall   the   better   chances   it   will   stick.   A�ter   we   were   done   we   had   to   answer   the   question   about  
which   is   stronger,   the   force   of   gravity   or   static   electricity.  
 
 
Friday:   
Today   we   started   o�f   the   day   with   free   seats   music   ( fish   on   me  
and    lucid   dreams   clean ).   As   the   music   was   playing   we   did   a  
kickstart     about   ophthalmology   and   the   di�ference   between   an  
ophthalmologist,   an   optician,   and   an   optometrist.   Once  
everyone   was   done   we   talked   about   how   we   were   going   to   create  
a   model   showing   static   electricity.   A�ter   that   we   had   a   brief   talk  
about   how   the   same   charges   will   repel   and   opposite   charges  
will   attract   and   that   we   needed   to   get   our   notebooks   to   take  
notes.   We   ended   up   taking   notes   on   a   brainpop   video   that   we  
watched   as   a   class   about   static   electricity   and   how   charges   play  
a   role   in   static   electricity.   �roughout   the   video   we   stopped   to  
write   down   notes   about   static   electricity.   Once   the   video   we  
were   to   create   a   model   by   ourselves   about   how   static   electricity  
has   a   role   in   for   senators.   �e   four   scenarios   where:   a   carpet  
and   doorknob,   a   balloon   on   a   head,   friction   on   a   rods,   and  
lightning.   �ese   models,   like   the   last   model   we   did   this   week,  
had   to   include   a   few   words.   �e   word   this   model   had   to   include  
was   protons,   electrons,   and   transfer.   �en   we   started   working  
on   our   projects.   I   chose   to   do   the   lightning   and   had   to   research  
before   I   could   start.   I   used    Planet   Science    to   gather   information  
and   then   I   started   working   on   my   model.   When   class   was   over  
we   had   to   turn   our   models   into   the   turn   in   bin.  
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Science   News    article:  
A   dog   in   Hong   Kong   was   found   with   a   low-level   infection   of   the   new   coronavirus.   �e   doctors  
think   that   the   dog   could   have   gotten   the   infection   from   the   pet   owner,   but   this   causes   worry   that  
the   virus   spreading   around   the   world   could   infect   animals   as   well.( Image   bellow   was   found   on   the  
Science   News   Article)  
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