
 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Social Studies 

Unit Title:  Living in a Community (school, neighborhood, community)      Unit: Late winter / Early spring 

Target Course/Grade Level:  Kindergarten                                                   Timeline:  2 -3 weeks 

Unit Summary:  This unit identifies different types of communities, community helpers, and tools used 

by community helpers.  

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Character Education/Health, Language Arts, Math 

21
st
 century themes and skills:  Critical Thinking and Problem Solving; Life and Career Skills; 

Collaboration, Teamwork, and Leadership, Cross-Cultural understanding and Interpersonal 

Communication, Career Awareness 

Unit Rationale:  Student will recognize the different types of communities and develop an understanding 

of various roles within a community.   

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically 
about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. 
Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core 
democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed 
citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the 
challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, 
and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and 
organizational cultures. 

9.2 Personal Financial Literacy All students will develop skills and strategies that promote personal and financial 
responsibility related to financial planning, savings, investment, and charitable giving in the global economy. 

Content Statements 

 Citizenship begins with becoming a contributing member of the classroom community. 

 Develop strategies to reach consensus and resolve conflict.  

 Demonstrate understanding of the need for fairness and take appropriate action against unfairness. 

 Everyone is part of a larger neighborhood and community. 

 There are many different cultures within the classroom and community. 

 People make decisions based on their needs, wants, and the availability of resources. 

 The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve the 

problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

 Brainstorming activities enhance creative and innovative thinking in individual and group goal setting and 

problem solving. 

 Effective communication skills convey intended meaning to others and assist in preventing 

misunderstandings. 

 Communication with people from different cultural backgrounds is enhanced by the understanding of 

different cultural perspectives. 

 The nature of the 21st-century workplace has shifted, demanding greater individual accountability, 
productivity, and collaboration. 

 Ethical behaviors support human rights and dignity in all aspects of life. 

 Educational achievement, career choice, and entrepreneurial skills all play a role in achieving a desired 
lifestyle. 

 

   



CPI # Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.P.A.1 Demonstrate an understanding of rules by following most classroom routines. 

6.1.P.A.2 Demonstrate responsibility by initiating simple classroom tasks and jobs. 

6.1.P.A.3 Demonstrate appropriate behavior when collaborating with others. 

6.1.P.B.1  Develop an awareness of the physical features of the neighborhood/community.                        

6.1.P.B.2  Identify, discuss, and role-play the duties of a range of community workers.  

6.1.4.C.2  Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice influence decisions 
made by individuals, communities, and nations.                                                           

6.1.P.D.3  Express individuality and cultural diversity (e.g., through dramatic play). 

6.1.P.D.4  Learn about and respect other cultures within the classroom and community. 

6.3.4.A.1  Evaluate what makes a good rule or law.  

9.1.4.A.5  Apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills in classroom and family settings. 

9.1.4.B.1  Participate in brainstorming sessions to seek information, ideas, and strategies that foster creative 
thinking.  

9.1.4.D.2  Express needs, wants, and feelings appropriately in various situations. 

9.1.4.D.3  Demonstrate an awareness of one’s own culture and other cultures during interactions within and 
outside of the classroom.  

9.1.4.F.1  Explain the meaning of productivity and accountability, and describe situations in which 
productivity and accountability are important in the home, school, and community.  

9.1.4.F.3  Explain the importance of understanding and following rules in family, classroom, and community 
settings. 

9.2.4.A.1  Explain the difference between a career and a job, and identify various jobs in the community and 
the related earnings. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 How and why are communities important?    

 How do people help in our community? 

 Why do we need community helpers? 

 What is a neighborhood? 

 How does where you live affect who you are? 

 What makes a school?  Community? 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 A community is a place where people interact with one 
another in many ways and depend on one another. 

 There are different kinds of communities (ex. Family, 
school, neighborhood) 

 There are many needs to a community and many 
individuals contribute in some way to meet those 
needs. 

 The members of a school community work together to 
promote learning. 

 School is a place for different types of learning. 

 Identify various social groups. 

 A map is used to locate places. 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Identify different types of communities as places where people interact as they live, work, and play. 

 Recognize the ethic, cultural, and economic diversity that may exist in a community. 

 Describe the kinds of work performed by community members, school workers. 

 Recognize that the postal system connects the community to the larger world by delivering mail. 

 Identify community leaders/helpers and their roles. 

 Explain how the changes in a community affect the people who live there. 

 Identify the needs of a community. 

 Create a simple map of a community. 

 Locate various places within a community using a simple map. 

  Identify, use, and create a classroom map. 

 Understand a map key and how it is used. 

 Understand that a globe is a model of the Earth.  Understand that a map is a flat globe. 

 Explain the relative location of the community and places within it. 

 Explain the location of school, home, neighborhood, community, state, country, and ocean. 

 Describe how American citizens can participate in the community. 

 Explain the need for rules and laws. 

 Describe the role of the student within the school community. 

https://www13.state.nj.us/NJCCCS/ContentAreaTableView_SocialStudies.aspx


 Explore both appropriate and inappropriate behaviors at school and the consequences associated with them. 

 Explain how sharing responsibilities benefit the individual as well as the group. 

 Distinguish fact from fiction. 

 Use evidence to support an idea in a written and/or oral format. 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

Students will create a self-portrait of themselves in a chosen occupation showing clothing and tools 

typically used and write /dictate a sentence to explain. 

 

Equipment needed: 

Teacher Instructional Resources: 

Community Field Trip (police station, post office, library, etc.) 

Guest speakers 

Community Helper puppets 

Dramatic play resources 

Books: 

   When I grow up – Tina Louise 

   Curious George Takes a Job – H.A. Rey 

 

 

 

Formative Assessments 

 Match tools to community helper / game / 

flashcard 

 K L charts 

  Journals / drawings 

 Teacher observations / discussions 

  Role play 

 Student response to questioning 

 

 

Integration of Technology:  Smartboard / United Streaming /ELMO 

 

Technology Resources: 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

http://maps.google.com 

 

Opportunities for Differentiation:  

Draw / Write  / Dictate 

 

Teacher Notes: 

 

http://maps.google.com/

