
 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Social Studies 

Unit Title: America’s Constitution                                                                          Unit: 3 

Target Course/Grade Level:  Seventh Grade                                                         Timeline: 8 weeks 

Unit Summary: Previous to the ratification of the American Constitution, the United States was a 

collection of states living under the Articles of Confederation; a loose collection of laws.  The 

Constitution was a stronger collection of laws that bound the states together.  The Constitution 

outlines the federal laws, the 3 branches of government, and the amendments outline basic and 

essential human rights that each citizen enjoy.   

 

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Language Arts, Technology 

21
st
 century themes and skills: 

-The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve 

the problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

-Gathering and evaluating knowledge and information from a variety of sources, including global 

perspectives, fosters creativity and innovative thinking. 

-Collaboration and teamwork enable individuals or groups to achieve common goals with greater 

efficiency. 

Unit Rationale 

The study of America’s Constitution is arguably one of the most important topics when studying 

American history.  The Constitution provides the fundamental rights that every citizen enjoys and 

the subsequent court cases from 1787 onward further revise and define American rights.   

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to 

think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the 

environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to 

make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as 

productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

 9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical 

thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both 

global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 

 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to be 

active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by 

working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an 

interconnected world. 

 

 

Content Statements  

The fundamental principles of the United States Constitution serve as the foundation of the 

United States government today 



 Demonstrate understanding of democratic values and processes. 

 Challenge unfair viewpoints and behavior by taking action. 

 The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to 

solve the problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

 Gathering and evaluating knowledge and information from a variety of sources, including 

global perspectives, fosters creativity and innovative thinking. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.8.A.3.b Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., 

consent of the governed, rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation of 

powers, checks and balances, and individual rights) in establishing a federal 

government that allows for growth and change over time. 

6.1.8.A.3.c Determine the role that compromise played in the creation and adoption of the 

Constitution and Bill of Rights. 

6.1.8.A.3.d Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the UNITED STATES 

Constitution in terms of the decision-making powers of national government. 

6.1.8.A.3.g Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and Bill of Rights on current day issues. 

6.1.8.B.3.b Determine the extent to which the geography of the United States influenced the 

debate on representation in Congress and federalism by examining the New Jersey 

and Virginia plans. 

6.1.8.D.3.g Evaluate the extent to which the leadership and decisions of early administrations 

of the national government met the goals established in the Preamble of the 

Constitution. 

9.1.8.A.1 Develop strategies to reinforce positive attitudes and productive behaviors that 

impact critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 

9.1.8.A.2 Implement problem-solving strategies to solve a problem in school or the 

community. 

9.1.8.B.1 Use multiple points of view to create alternative solutions. 

9.1.8.B.2 Assess data gathered to solve a problem for which there are varying perspectives 

(e.g., cross-cultural, gender-specific, generational), and determine how the data can 

best be used to design multiple solutions. 

6.3.8.A.1 Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing 

arguments, and develop a reasoned conclusion. 

6.3.8.A.2 Participate in a real or simulated hearing to develop a legislative proposal that 

addresses a public issue, and share it with an appropriate legislative body (e.g., 

school board, municipal or county government, state legislature). 

6.3.8.A.3 Collaborate with international students to deliberate about and address issues of 

gender equality, child mortality, or education. 

6.3.8.B.1 Evaluate alternative land use proposals and make recommendations to the 

appropriate governmental agency regarding the best course of action. 

6.3.8.C.1 Contact local officials and community members to obtain information about the 

local school district or municipal budget and assess budget priorities. 

6.3.8.D.1 Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial 

proceedings, elections) to understand how conflicting points of view are addressed 

in a democratic society. 



Unit Essential Questions 

 How might people guard against abuses of 

power? 

 What are the effects of strong differences? 

 How do the problems of government change 

over time? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 The Articles of Confederation were 

designed to ensure that the central 

government would have much less power 

than the states. 

 Unless the Articles of Confederation 

were changed, the United States of 

America would’ve broken up into 

thirteen separate countries. 

 The system of checks and balances was 

set up to ensure that no one branch of 

government became too powerful. 

 The North and South had to compromise 

on major differences if the nation was to 

survive. 

 Large and small states had to 

compromise the basis for representation 

if the nation was to survive. 

 The Constitution would not have been 

ratified without the promise to add a 

written Bill of Rights and limitations put 

on the power of government. 

 The founding fathers set up a process to 

change the Constitution, since they knew 

it would have to be flexible in order to 

adapt for unforeseen events. 

 The Constitution calls for powers to be 

divided between the central and state 

governments. 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Discuss the sources, purposes, and functions of law and the importance of the rule of law for 

the preservation of individual rights and the common good. 

 Describe the underlying values and principles of democracy and distinguish these from 

authoritarian forms of government. 

 Discuss the major characteristics of democratic governments. 

 Explain how non-governmental organizations influence legislation and policies at the 

federal, state, and local levels. 

 Analyze how certain values including individual rights, the common good, self-government, 

justice, equality and free inquiry are fundamental to American public life. 

 Describe representative government and explain how it works to protect the majority and 

the minority. 

 Discuss the major principles of the Constitution, including shared powers, checks and 

balances, separation of church and state, and federalism. 

 Compare and contrast the purposes, organization, functions, and interactions of the 

legislative, executive, and judicial branches of national, state, and local governments and 

independent regulatory agencies. 

 Discuss the role of political parties in the American democratic system including candidates, 

campaigns, financing, primary elections, and voting systems. 



 Discuss major historical and contemporary conflicts over United States constitutional 

principles, including judicial review in Marbury v. Madison, slavery in the Dred Scott 

Decision, separate but equal in Plessy v. Ferguson, and the rights of minorities. 

 Research contemporary issues involving the constitutional rights of American citizens and 

other individuals residing in the United States, including voting rights, habeas corpus, rights 

of the accused, and the Patriot Act. 

 Discuss the rights and responsibilities of American citizens, including obeying laws, paying 

taxes, serving on juries, and voting in local, state, and national elections. 

 Discuss how the rights of American citizens may be in conflict with each other (e.g., right to 

privacy vs. free press). 

 Describe major conflicts that have arisen from diversity (e.g., land and suffrage for Native 

Americans, civil rights, women’s rights) and discuss how the conflicts have been addressed. 

 Explain the benefits, costs, and conflicts of a diverse nation. 

 Discuss basic contemporary issues involving the personal, political, and economic rights of 

American citizens (e.g., dress codes, sexual harassment, fair trial, free press, minimum 

wage). 

 Analyze ways in which nation-states interact with one another through trade, diplomacy, 

cultural exchanges, treaties or agreements, humanitarian aid, economic incentives and 

sanctions, and the use or threat of military force. 

 Discuss factors that lead to a breakdown of order among nation-states (e.g., conflicts about 

national interests, ethnicity, and religion; competition for territory or resources; absence of 

effective means to enforce international law) and describe the consequences of the 

breakdown of order. 

 Compare and contrast the powers the Constitution gives to Congress, the President, the 

Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and the federal judiciary regarding foreign affairs. 

 Evaluate current United States foreign policy issues and strategies and their impact on the 

nation and the rest of the world. 

 Analyze how the life, culture, economics, politics, and the media of the United States impact 

the rest of the world.  

 Analyze how prejudice and discrimination may lead to genocide as well as other acts of 

hatred and violence for the purposes of subjugation and exploitation. 

 Discuss the political and philosophical origins of the United States Constitution and its 

          implementation in the 1790s. 

 Explain how major events are related to one another in time. 

 Use maps and other documents to explain the historical migration of people, expansion and 

disintegration of empires, and growth of economic and political systems. 

 Compare and contrast differing interpretations of current and historical events. 

 Assess the credibility of sources by identifying bias and prejudice in documents, media, and 

computer-generated information. 

 Select and analyze information from a variety of sources to present a reasoned argument or 

position in a written and/or oral format. 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

1.  Mock Constitutional Convention 

2. Research paper on a delegate to the constitutional convention 

3. Debate famous court cases that greatly impacted the American Constitution (Marbury V. 

Madison, Plessey V. Ferguson, etc).   

 



 

Equipment needed:  SMARTboard/Laptop, Student Computer Access, Microsoft Access 

Teacher Instructional Resources: 

 

 

Formative Assessments 

 Debate 

 Quizzes  

 Homework Review 

 Tests on each Article 

 Graphic Organizer 

 

 

Integration of Technology: 

1.  Database Research using the internet and OTS Library 

2. Interactive Constitution cd 

 

Technology Resources: 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

1.  Interactive Website associated with America:  History of Our Nation (2009) 

2. ABC-CLIO 

3. EBSCOhost 

 

 

Opportunities for Differentiation:  

1.  Use a graphic organizer to compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and 

Constitution 

2. Complete extra research on Shay’s Rebellion 

3. Define difficult vocabulary words 

4. Use Primary Resources to understand the Bill of Rights, Constitution and famous Americans 

of the time and their role in drafting the Constitution. 

 

Teacher Notes: 

 


