
 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Social Studies 

Unit Title: Prehistory                                                                                                    Unit # 2 

Target Course/Grade Level: Fifth Grade                                                                   Timeline: 3-4 weeks 

Unit Summary  

Students will learn about early cultures in the Stone Age, the development of farming during the New 

Stone Age, and the growth of the first civilizations. Students will first learn what tools are used to 

understand history and find out about the connection between geography and history. In addition, students 

will investigate how hunter-gatherers lived during the Stone Age and the transition from non-permanent 

settlements to the growth of cities and civilizations. 

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21
st
 Century Life and Careers, and Technology 

21
st
 century themes and skills: Critical thinking, collaborative group problem solving, and effective 

communication skills. 

Unit Rationale 

The beginnings of human history are vital to studying the emergence of settlements and civilizations that 

are present in our world today. By studying the tools scientists use to figure out the past, students are able 

to comprehend how and why history is explained, defined, and understood. The transition between a 

hunter-gatherer society and permanent settlements lead to the evolution of sophisticated civilizations that 

explain the way our world is today. In order for students to study history as historians, they will need to 

develop the skills to find out how and why scientists know what they do about ancient human society. 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically 

and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues 

across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as 

socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

 

9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, 

collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and 

workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 

 

Content Statements 

Hunter/gatherers adapted to their physical environments using resources, the natural world, and 

technological advancements. 

 

The agricultural revolution led to an increase in population, specialization of labor, new forms of social 

organization, and the beginning of societies. 

 

Archaeology provides historical and scientific explanations for how ancient people lived. 

 

The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve the 

problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 



 

Collaboration and teamwork enable individuals or groups to achieve common goals with greater 

efficiency. 

 

Leadership abilities develop over time through participation in groups and/or teams that are engaged in 

challenging or competitive activities. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.2.8.A.1.a Compare and contrast the social organization of early hunters/gatherers and those who 

lived in early agrarian societies. 

6.2.8.B.1.a Explain the various migratory patterns of hunters/gatherers who moved from Africa to 

Eurasia, Australia, and the Americas, and describe the impact of migration on their lives 

and on the shaping of societies. 

6.2.8.B.1.b Compare and contrast how nomadic and agrarian societies used land and natural 

resources. 

6.2.8.C.1.a Relate the agricultural revolution (including the impact of food surplus from farming) to 

population growth and the subsequent development of civilizations. 

6.2.8.C.1.b Determine the impact of technological advancements on hunter/gatherer and agrarian 

societies. 

6.2.8.D.1.a Demonstrate an understanding of pre-agricultural and post-agricultural periods in terms 

of relative length of time.  

6.2.8.D.1.b Relate the development of language and forms of writing to the expression of ideas, 

creation of cultural identity, and development of more complex social structures.  

6.2.8.D.1.c Explain how archaeological discoveries are used to develop and enhance understanding 

of life prior to written records. 

9.1.8.A.1 Develop strategies to reinforce positive attitudes and productive behaviors that impact 

critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 

9.1.8.C.2 Demonstrate the use of compromise, consensus, and community building strategies for 

carrying out different tasks, assignments, and projects. 

9.1.8.C.3 Model leadership skills during classroom and extra-curricular activities. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 How did physical geography affect the 

development and growth of this society and other 

societies around the world? 

 How did this society’s belief system affect its 

historical accomplishments? 

 What were the beliefs and values of people in 

this society? 

 What types of governments were formed in this 

society and how did they develop? 

 How did this society develop and organize its 

economic activities? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Tools such as oral traditions, artifacts, written 

language, and others are used by archeologists to 

understand history. 

 Learning about a society’s geography can help us 

understand its history. 

 Gradually, our ancestors changed from surviving 

by hunting and gathering to farming and 

domesticating animals. 

 The advantage of a steady food supply helped 

early farming settlements to grow into cities. 

 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Identify the tools used to understand history 

 Compare and contrast the social organization of early hunters and gatherers to early agrarian societies. 

 Explain migratory patterns of hunters/gathers from Africa. 

 Describe the impact of migration on early humans’ lives. 



 Evaluate the impact of the agricultural revolution on population growth and the development of 

civilizations. 

 Investigate how archaeological discoveries are used to understand what happen before written records. 

 Construct timelines of the events occurring during major eras. 

 Explain how major events are related to one another in time. 

 Select and use various geographic representations to compare information about people, places, regions, 

and environments. 

 Use maps and other documents to explain historical migration of people, expansion and disintegration of 

empires, and growth of economic and political systems. 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

Options include: 

 

1. Students will create a two-part poster that compares and contrasts the major similarities and 

differences between the Old Stone Age and New Stone Age. Students should focus on amount of 

human mobility, food sources, gender roles, use of animals, populations, proximity to other 

settlements, etc. 

 

2. Students will create maps that demonstrate the path of the Great Migration and/or the Spread of 

Agriculture using the textbook, online databases, school library books, etc. Students should 

identify major cities, landforms, core areas of movement/agriculture, the movement of 

people/agriculture, etc. 

 

3. Students will write a short story from the perspective of a hunter-gatherer using the information 

from the text, and may conduct additional research using the school library books, online 

databases, and textbook resources. 

 

Equipment needed: History of Our World, construction paper, art supplies, poster paper, online 

databases, computer lab/laptop cart, library books, SMARTBoard, Microsoft PowerPoint, Microsoft Word. 

Teacher Instructional Resources: History of Our World Teacher’s Edition, grading rubric, see 

technology resources below 

 

Formative Assessments 

 Graphic Organizers 

  Section Quizzes 

 Outlining 

 Timelines 

 Map Skills 

 Vocabulary Term Exercises 

 Speech/Story from the Perspective of…. 

 Storyboard 

 Holding a Court Trial 

 Summative Essay 

 Research Papers 

 Illustration 

 PowerPoint Presentations 

 Venn Diagrams 

 Newspaper Article 

 Writing a Song/Poem About… 

 Writing a Recommendation… 

 Developing a Group Discussion 

 Drawing Conclusions from a Video (Active 

Listening Guides) 

 SMARTBoard Team Quiz Show 

 Unit Test (multiple choice, short answer, essay) 

 



 

Integration of Technology: 

Use of the following resources: Smart Board, Microsoft PowerPoint, Microsoft Word, laptops, online 

databases, textbook, short film clips, web quests, etc. 

 Students will access online databases to analyze and interpret information. 

 Students will utilize technological resources in order to create, explain, summarize, and validate 

information. 

 Students will work cooperatively with teammates to test their knowledge using the Smart Board 

Quiz Show. 

 Students will use active listening guides to analyze video clips from both the textbook and other 

websites, if available. 

Technology Resources: 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

 

http://www.mrdonn.org/ 

http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=362 

http://www.educationworld.com/history/prehistory/index.shtml 

https://www.pearsonsuccessnet.com 

 

Opportunities for Differentiation:  

This unit includes a variety of activities for different types and levels of learners. Specifically, these 

activities help scaffold higher-level thinking and address the needs of multiple intelligences and various 

types of learners. 

 Students will create flash cards or a vocabulary list of words they encounter frequently as they 

read, especially key vocabulary terms. 

 Utilize peer/buddy reading to complete small group/pair reading and other activities 

 Outlining key aspects of the unit will help assist learners in understanding main ideas, 

connections, and important supporting details. 

 Students can listen to the Student Edition on Audio CD as they read along in the textbook. Check 

for comprehension by pausing the CD and asking students to share their answers to the reading 

checks. 

 

Teacher Notes: 

This unit focuses on the transition from hunter-gatherer societies to more civilized, stable societies. 

Consequently, students must understand the connections between major turn of events (farming, food 

supply increase, etc.), along with cause/effect in order to fully comprehend this unit. 

 


