
 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Social Studies   

Unit Title: America                                                                                                     Unit: Ongoing 

Target Course/Grade Level: 1
st
 Grade                                                                      Timeline: 3-4 weeks 

(taught nonconsecutive – Heroes taught in conjunction with President’s Day/MLK Day and remaining taught following the In and Around our 

World unit) 

Unit Summary  

In this unit of study about the United States of America, students discover that America is a nation 

full of people with many different cultures and backgrounds. Students listen to stories about the 

heroes of America and how America became a country. Patriotism is explained and explored 

through symbols of the USA. 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: literacy, art, music, math, character education 

Character Education: respect, tolerance, diversity, fairness, etc. 
Art extensions: designing flags, coloring patriotic symbols 
Music extensions: patriotic songs 
Math lessons: word problems, money 
Language Arts – fictional writing activities, role playing, expository writing, reading 

 

21
st
 century themes and skills: leadership, global awareness, cultural competence, critical & creative 

thinking 

Unit Rationale 

This unit will give students exposure to map skills and patriotism, an understanding that America is a 

“melting pot” of many different nationalities, and discover leadership qualities in heroes. 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 
analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape 
the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that 
reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and 
global communities. 

9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, 

collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and 
workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 

Content Statements 

 The examination of individual experiences, historical narratives, and events promotes an 
understanding of individual and community responses to the violation of fundamental rights. 

 Spatial thinking and geographic tools can be used to describe and analyze the spatial patterns 
and organization of people, places, and environments on Earth. 

 Key historical events, documents, and individuals led to the development of our nation 

 The study of American folklore and popular historical figures enables Americans with diverse 
cultural backgrounds to feel connected to a national heritage. 

 American culture, based on specific traditions and values, has been influenced by the behaviors 
of different cultural groups living in the United States. 

 Historical symbols and the ideas and events they represent play a role in understanding and 
evaluating our history. 

 The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve 
the problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

 Brainstorming activities enhance creative and innovative thinking in individual and group goal 
setting and problem solving. 



CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.4.A.9 Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to 
violations of fundamental rights. 

6.1.4.A.10 Describe how the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and other civil rights leaders 
served as catalysts for social change and inspired social activism in subsequent 
generations.  

6.1.4.B.2 Use physical and political maps to explain how the location and spatial relationship of 
places in New Jersey, the United States, and other areas, worldwide, have contributed 
to cultural diffusion and economic interdependence. 

6.1.4.D.6 Describe the civic leadership qualities and historical contributions of George 
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin toward the development of the 
United States government.  

6.1.4.D.12 Explain how folklore and the actions of famous historical and fictional characters from 

New Jersey and other regions of the United States contributed to the American 
national heritage. 

6.1.4.D.14 Trace how the American identity evolved over time.  

6.1.4.D.17 Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they affect 
the American identity.  

9.1.4.A.5 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills in classroom and family settings. 

9.1.4.B.1 Participate in brainstorming sessions to seek information, ideas, and strategies that 
foster creative thinking. 

Unit Essential Questions 

What does it mean to be patriotic?   

What makes someone an “American?” 

What is a hero? 

How do Americans honor their country? 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 There are many different ways to show 
patriotism and to show love of one’s 

country. 
 Freedom means many things to many 

people and we as Americans enjoy many 
rights and freedoms. 

 Freedom was and is acquired through 
sacrifice. 

 America is a unique country with its 

multicultural population. 
 Heroes have certain as well as similar 

characteristics that set them apart from 
others.  They can be both male and 
female. 
 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 
 Identify symbols of American values and beliefs such as the American flag and Statue of 

Liberty. 
 Recognize real people and fictional characters that have demonstrated responsible leadership 

and citizenship and identify the characteristics that have made them good examples of leaders. 
 Recognize the names of major figures in American history, including George Washington, 

Abraham Lincoln, Rosa Parks, Molly Pitcher, and Martin Luther King Jr. 
 Explain the historical significance of major national holidays (e.g. Independence Day, Labor 

Day) and American symbols. 

 Relate why important national buildings, statues, and monuments are associated with our 
national history. 

 Americans have a diverse background from many different countries and cultures. 
 Explain how the present is connected to the past. 

 

 
 
 

 



Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

1. Student Press Conferences – Students will elaborate to the class regarding leadership, 
citizenship, responsibility, fairness, etc. and give examples. Teacher randomly selects topics to 
be addressed at the time of the presentation.  

2. Writing prompts that explain the contributions of various leaders to American history 
(differentiate depending on writing abilities). 

3. Design a t-shirt to be worn on a patriotic holiday and explain symbolism of design.  

 

Equipment needed: computer with internet access, maps, globes, easel, atlases, paper/pencils, journals  

 

Teacher Instructional Resources: 

Books: 
In 1776 by Jean Marzollo 
O, Say Can You See? by Shelia Keenan 
My Country ‘Tis of Thee, Scholastic 
The Pledge of Allegiance by Stuart A. Kallen 
A Picture Book of George Washington by David A. Adler 
The Pledge of Allegiance, Scholastic 
The Flag We Love by Pam Munoz Ryan 
America the Beautiful, Scholastic 

 

 

 

 

 

Formative Assessments 

 journal entries  

 questioning strategies (thumbs up, exit passes) 

 observations 

 reflections (written and/or verbal) 

 expository writing 

 

 

Integration of Technology: smartboard, websites, computer, Elmo, stereo, video, DVD, CD 

 

Technology Resources: 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

earth.google.com/  

unitedstreaming.com 

youtube.com 

worldbookonline.com 

bensguide.gpo.gov/k-2/games/matching.html (This is a printable worksheet that has symbols in pictures 
and words. It can be used as Part 1 of the standard assessment.) 
bensguide.gpo.gov/k-2/symbols/index.html (Good site for the students, covers most of the national 
symbols.) 
www.ushistory.org/libertybell/index.html (Good site for background on the Liberty Bell, too advanced for 
first graders to use.) 
www.win.org/library/matls/govdocs/kids.htm (This is a site of government information for kids.) 
www.whitehouse.gov/kids/ (This site has a number of activities that are age appropriate.) 
www.endex.com/gf/buildings/liberty/libertyfacts.htm (This site has very interesting facts about the Statue 
of Liberty.) 

 



 

Opportunities for Differentiation:  

 Offer opportunities for utilizing multiple learning styles for demonstrating skills and performing 

skills 

 Providing below, above, and on-grade level materials for all learners. 

Teacher Notes: 

This unit is taught in conjunction with important holidays and celebrations (i.e. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Day) and then again at the end of the year following the study of different countries around the world –

thus providing background knowledge needed to appreciate the various cultures within our own nation. 

 


